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1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. J. Holland on 7/29/08. 

2. The application has been amended as follows: The claims are amended as 
follows. 

1 . (Currently Amended) A data communication system for communicating data 
between a central office and a customer premises that is remotely located from said 
central office, comprising: 

a first transceiver coupled to a first subscriber line extending from said central 
office to said customer premises, said first transceiver configured to communicate with a 
transceiver located at said central office; 

a second transceiver coupled to a second subscriber line extending from said 
central office to said customer premises; and 

control logic residing at said customer premises, said control logic configured to 
detect an error condition associated with communication between said first transceiver 
and said transceiver located at said central office, said control logic configured to 
transmit, in response to a detection of said error condition, a switch notification to said 
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central office via said second transceiver and said second subscriber line, wherein at 
least one component at said central office is configured to route data over said second 
subscriber line in response to said switch notification , wherein a first chassis and a 
second chassis are located at said central office, wherein said transceiver located at 
said central office is mounted in said first chassis, and wherein a third transceiver 
mounted in said second chassis is configured to receive said switch notification and to 
backup said transceiver mounted in said first chassis based on said switch notification . 

2. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1 , wherein said at least one 
component switches, in response to said switch notification, communication from said 
first subscriber line to said second subscriber line. 

3. (Canceled) 

4. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1, wherein data to be 
communicated over said first subscriber line is communicated, based on said switch 
notification, over said second subscriber line in lieu of said first subscriber line. 

5. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1, wherein said second 
subscriber line provides a management link and a communication link between said 
customer premises and said central office. 
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6. (Original) The system of claim 5, wherein said management link is terminated 
by a framer, and wherein said communication link is terminated by said second 
transceiver. 

7. (Original) The system of claim 5, wherein said management link is terminated 
prior to said error condition, and wherein said second transceiver is configured to 
terminate said communication link in response to said switch notification. 

8. (Original) The system of claim 7, wherein said management link is terminated 
by a framer prior to said error condition. 

9. (Original) The system of claim 1 , further comprising a switch coupled to a 
communication device and to said first and second transceivers, wherein said control 
logic is configured to change a state of said switch in response to said detection of said 
error condition. 

10. (Original) The system of claim 9, wherein said control logic changes said 
state in response to said detection such that said first transceiver is electrically isolated 
from said communication device and such that said second transceiver is conductively 
coupled to said communication device. 
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1 1 . (Previously Presented) The system of claim 10, wherein said at least one 
component is configured to route data destined for said communication device to said 
first transceiver prior to said error condition, said at least one component further 
configured to route data destined for said communication device to a third transceiver 
based on said switch notification, said third transceiver coupled to said second 
subscriber line and configured to communicate with said second transceiver. 

12. (Currently Amended) A data communication system having a central office 
and a customer premises that is remotely located from said central office, comprising: 

a first transceiver coupled to a first subscriber line extending from said central 
office to said customer premises, said first transceiver configured to communicate, via 
said first subscriber line, with a transceiver located at said central office; 

a second transceiver coupled to a second subscriber line extending from said 
central office to said customer premises; 

a communication device in communication with said first transceiver; and 

control logic residing at said customer premises, said control logic configured to 
initiate, in response to a detection of an error condition, a backup switch such that said 
communication device communicates with said second transceiver in lieu of said first 
transceiver, said control logic further configured transmit information indicative of said 
backup switch to said central office, wherein data destined for said communication 
device is transmitted, based on said information, to said second transceiver via said 
second subscriber line in lieu of said first subscriber line , wherein a first chassis and a 
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second chassis are located at said central office, wherein said transceiver located at 
said central office is mounted in said first chassis, and wherein a transceiver mounted in 
said second chassis is configured to receive said information and to backup said 
transceiver mounted in said first chassis in response to said information . 

13. (Canceled) 

14. (Original) The system of claim 12, further comprising a switch coupled to 
said first transceiver, said second transceiver, and said communication device, said 
switch configured to conductively couple said first transceiver to said communication 
device prior to said backup switch, wherein said control logic is configured to change a 
state of said switch during said backup switch such that said switch conductively 
couples said communication device to said second transceiver. 

15. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 12, wherein said second 
subscriber line provides a management link and a communication link, and wherein said 
management link is terminated by a framer and said communication link is terminated 
by said second transceiver. 

16. (Original) The system of claim 15, wherein said second transceiver is 
configured to terminate said communication link in response to said backup switch 
initiated by said control logic. 
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17. (Currently Amended) A data communication system having a central office 
and a customer premises that is remotely located from said central office, comprising: 

a chassis for holding a first customer premises transceiver and a second 
customer premises transceiver, said first customer premises transceiver coupled to a 
first central office transceiver via a first subscriber line extending from said central office 
to said customer premises, said second customer premises transceiver coupled to a 
second central office transceiver via a second subscriber line extending from said 
central office to said customer premises; and 

control logic mounted on said chassis, said control logic configured to initiate a 
backup switch in response to a detection, by said control logic, of an error condition 
associated with communication occurring over said first subscriber line, said control 
logic configured to switch said communication from said first subscriber line to said 
second subscriber line, wherein at least one component at said central office is 
responsive to said control logic for routing data to said second central office transceiver 
in lieu of said first central office transceive r, wherein said first central office transceiver 
is mounted in a first central office chassis, wherein said second central office 
transceiver is mounted in a second central office chassis, and wherein said second 
central office transceiver is responsive to said control logic for backing up said first 
central office transceiver . 



18. (Canceled) 
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19. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 17, wherein said second 
subscriber line provides a management link and a communication link, and wherein said 
management link is terminated by a framer and said communication link is terminated 
by said second customer premises transceiver in response to said backup switch 
initiated by said control logic. 

20. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 17, further comprising a switch 
coupled to said first customer premises transceiver, said second customer premises 
transceiver, and a communication device residing at said customer premises, said 
switch configured to conductively couple said first customer premises transceiver to said 
communication device prior to said backup switch, wherein said control logic is 
configured to change a state of said switch during said backup switch such that said 
switch conductively couples said communication device to said second customer 
premises transceiver. 

21 . (Currently Amended) A method for communicating between a central office 
and a customer premises that is remotely located from said central office, comprising 
the steps of: 

communicating between a first customer premises transceiver and a first central 
office transceiver via a first subscriber line extending from said central office to said 
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customer premises , wherein said first central office transceiver is mounted in a first 
chassis : 

detecting an error condition associated with said communicating step; 

transmitting, in response to said error condition, a switch notification from a 
second customer premises transceiver to a second central office transceiver via a 
second subscriber line extending from said central office to said customer premises^ 
wherein said second central office transceiver is mounted in a second chassis : [[and]] 

performing a backup switch in response to said switch notification such that a 
communication device previously communicating over said first subscriber line switches 
to communicating over said second subscriber line : and 

initiating communication between said second central office transceiver and said 
second customer premises transceiver in response to said switch notification . 

22. (Canceled) 

23. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 21, wherein said performing 
step comprises the step of changing a state of a switch that is coupled to said first 
customer premises transceiver, said second customer premises transceiver, and said 
communication device. 

24. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 21 , further comprising the steps 

of: 
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establishing a management link over said second subscriber line; 
communicating status and control information via said management link; and 
establishing a communication link over said second subscriber line in response 
to said switch notification. 

25. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 24, further comprising the steps 

of: 

terminating said management link via a framer residing at said customer 
premises; and 

terminating said communication link via said second customer premises 
transceiver. 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to AJIT PATEL whose telephone number is (571)272- 
3140. The examiner can normally be reached on MON-FIR. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, WILLIAM TROAST can be reached on 571-272-7872. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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